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course of development the gilds became more aristocratic in form, the
exclusion of craftsmen became general. In dealing with the organisation
of the gilds during their existence as private corporations, much light is
thrown on the history of the Flemish Hanse—that interesting federation
which gradually embraced the majority of the Flemish towns, although
these still retained their local associations.

During the course of the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth centuries,
the exact time differing considerably in different districts, the gilds
entered upon a second stage of their history in connexion, apparently,
with the appearance of the ' Conseil.' This body rapidly obtained
control over the economic administration of the town, and made its
influence felt over the gilds. These lost their character as private
and independent corporations, and gradually either disappeared alto-
gether, or became integral parts of the municipal constitution, sanc-
tioned by and subordinated to the public authority. The increasing
resistance of the craftsmen would seem to have forced the older body in
many cases to secure a stronger position by obtaining authoritative con-
firmation of its privileges. M. Vander Linden is strongly of opinion that
daring the democratic revolution the artisans aimed not merely at the
acquisition of political rights, but also at the improvement of their eco-
nomic position—a view which is certainly borne out by the course of
events in Brussels. In 1808 Duke John II, when introducing various
democratic reforms, opened the gild to craftsmen ; and though the privi-
leges were soon rescinded, and the ancient aristocratic gild replaced the
new ' gilde commune,' the old monopoly was somewhat restricted (p. 55).

The effect of the fundamental change in the character of the gild is
well illustrated from the history of St. Omer and Valenciennes, and with
greater fulness from Antwerp, Brussels, and other towns in Brabant. In
many Flemish towns the connexion between the old landed aristocracy
and the rich traders became in course of time identical; the gild dis-
appears, and the intermunicipol federation alone survives until the fif-
teenth century. In Drabant the gild remained more sharply distinguished
from the patriciate until the fourteenth century, and exercised a consider-
able influence upon the development of municipal institutions, with the
origin of which, however* it had nothing to do; Dr. Gross has established
the latter fact for England, and M. Vander Linden does the same for the
Low Countries. There, as here, the importance of the gild merchant
had vanished by the fifteenth century ; the name itself is rarely found,
and then only in connexion with a political body of second-rate impor-
tance. These are the main lines on which an able and scholarly inves-
tigation has been made, and its results cannot but be useful to all
students of the subject. ELLEM A. MCARTHUB.

Memorials of St. Edmtind'o Abbey. Edited by THOMAS ABNOLD. Vol.
III. (London: Published under the direction of the Master of the
ROIIB. 1896.)

THE present volume, in which Mr. Arnold concludes his collection of
documents and chronicles relating to the great Suffolk abbey, is not,
generally speaking, of special importance. The pieces contained in it for
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the most part relate only to local history, and even here their interest is
often of a somewhat trivial character. By far the most important are
the first, which is a Bury chrbnicle from 1020 to 1340, and the fifth,
which is & collection of fifteenth century letters from the Register of
Abbot Curteys. The chronicle, except for a few notices of outside events,
is mainly concerned with the history of the abbey. The greater part
belongs to the history of the fourteenth century. Thoro are included in
it & number of documents relating to the quarrel of Abbot Draughton
with the townsmen. The bad state into which the abbey fell under the
weak rule of William de Bernham is also discussed at considerable length;
the narrative breaks off in the midst of the quarrel between the abbey
and Bishop Bateman of Norwich, who had endeavoured to assert his
authority in correction of the scandals created by the conduct of the
monks. Of more general interest are some of the letters given from
Curteys's Register contained in Additional MS. 1090. Of these the most
remarkable is a letter to the abbot from Henry VI, in which the king
invites Curteys to be present at the laying of the foundation-stone of his new
college at Cambridge on Michaelmas Day 1440, and announces that since
through the prevalence of pestilence he cannot be present in person he
is to be represented at the ceremony by the marquis of Suffolk. Previously
to the publication of this letter it had been supposed that the stone was
laid by Henry himself on 25 July. Other letters, whilst they do not con-
tain any novel information, are of interest as illustrating the relations of
England to the council of Basle, the progress of the French war, and tho
career of Suffolk; Mr. Arnold, by the way, is in error (page 248, note b)
in describing Suffolk as the second husband of Alice Chaucer; her second
husband was Thomas de Montacute, earl of Salisbury. The rest of the
volume is made up of (1) the collections of Andrew Aston, hosteller of
the abbey in 142G, tho chief relating to tho affairs of the church of
Woolpet, and the disputed election of John Tymworth as abbot in 1870.
(2) Extracts from Cambridge Manuscripts concerning the history of the
abbey. (8) Some versified charters plausibly ascribed to Lydgate by Mr.
Arnold, who remarks that they are no worse than many of that poet's
other productions. (4) Au account of the destruction of the church by
fire in 1465. (5) A brief Chronicle from St. John's College, Oxford,
MS. 209, which gives some further details as to the Franciscan settle-
ment at Bury in the thirteenth century. (6) An appendix of some other
pieces relating to the abbey and town, including a life of St. Edmund
from MS. Tenner 15, which Mr. Arnold describes ao substantially identical
with that in Capgravc's' Nova Legenda Anglie.' In his preface Mr. Arnold
gives an account of the later abbots of St. Edmund's. The index which
closes the volume seems to be full and accurate. C. L. KIXQSFORD.

Collectanea. Third Series. Edited by MONTAGU BUIIBOWS, M.A.,
Chichele Professor of Modern History in the University of Oxford.
Printed for the Oxford Historical Society. (Oxford: Clarendon Press.
1806.)

THE Oxford Historical Society and Professor Burrows may bo congratu-
lated on the high level both of interest and historical value attained by
the third volume of their ' Collectanea.1 First in order, and perhaps in
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